United States Patent and Trademark Office 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
United States Patent and Trademark OCtice 
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
P.O.Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 223 13-1450 
www.uspto.gov 



APPLICATION NO. 



FILING DATE 



FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 



ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. 



CONFIRMATION NO. 



10/526.926 



03/08/2005 



Johannes Marra 



24737 7590 11/26/2007 

PHILIPS INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY & STANDARDS 
P.O. BOX 3001 

BRL\RCLIFF MANOR, NY 10510 



NL020880US 



7524 



EXAMINER 



SEMBER, THOMAS M 



ART UNIT 



PAPER NUMBER 



2885 



MAIL DATE 



DELIVERY MODE 



1 1/26/2007 PAPER 

Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 

The time period for reply, if any, is set in the attached communication. 



PTOL-90A (Rev. 04/07) 



I Best Available Copy 



• ■ 'i : ■ '"M 

Off iCB Action SunniBtv i > 

1 ' - i ! i . i ' ■ 


Application No. ; , 

10/526,926 ' ; 


Applicant(s) 

MARRA, JOHANNES 


Examiner 
Thomas M. Sember 


Art Unit 

2885 . 





- The MAILING DATE df this 
Period for Reply! ; ' 



A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR RERLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 

WHICHEVER;IS LONGER, IfROM THE MAILING iDAJE OF JHISiCOMMUNIC^^ 

• Extensions of tinr^e n(iay be available i^ndeR the provisions of 37 CFR il . 1 36(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS frpm the mailing dcrteiof this comrTiunicatton. ' . . , ' • 

• If NO period for rbply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 
- Failure to reply within the set or extended petiod for reply will, by statute, cause this application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 1 33). 

Any reply received by the Office later thanithree months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent tei|n> Adjustment See*^? CFR l'704(b). : ' i ' 



Status 



1)12] Responsive to communication(s) filed on 13 September 2007 . ; ; 

2a)KI This action is FINAL. I ' * i2b)n This action! is nonTfinliL 

3) 0 Since this;application js in.cqndition'for aljov^ance except fori formal matters', prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in srcc6rdance witli the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

i ■ .■ ; • ! ' • ! ' ' : 

Disposition of Ciaims • « i • I ■ . 

■ • , I .. . ' ' I ' • ' . • • • • - ■ • ' ' i 

4) ^ Claim(s) m7 .is/are pieridinpln the application^, • ' : ' !• : : 1 ! • ' : . . i 

4a) Of triei above claini(^j ' ' ' is/ar^ withdrawn from consideration. ' ' ' ! 'M 

5) n Claim(s)l_^ is/are laliowed. ' , ■ ' ' !| : 

5) M Claim{si);lil2 is/are rejected: i ' ! . " * ' | ^ ! : 
?)□ Claim(s)_^ ^ is/are 'objected to. : ' • . * 

6) 13 Claim(s)^, are subject! to restriction and/pr election requirement. 



Application Papers; 



9)0 The spetidcatibn is obje(irte<i to i. * ' i 

10) 0 The dravving(is) filed on ' '. " ' : is/are; a)n accepted or b)n objected to by th^: Examiner. | 

Applicar^imay pot request that any objection to the clrawing(s) be held in abeyance.} See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
Replacehient drawing slieeti[sj including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

11) 0 The oath or declaration is objected to by the f)^aminer. NotjB the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 :UJS:C.§ 119'., ; i ■ 

12) S Acknowljedgment is m^'de of a claimlfbr foreign 'priority under 35 U/^^ !§ Iil9:(a)-(d) or(f).; 
a)KlAII b)E] .$pme * cjQ -Npne of: , • .; ij . \ ' 

1.S Certified copiesjpf the priority documents have , ! 

2.D Cjertified copiesiof the .priority documents have been received in Application No. 



3.n C.opies'of the certified copies of the prjiority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the ijnternational Bureau (POT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the gttaphed detailed (pffice action -for a list of the certified copies not receivied. 
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1) M Notice of Fiefer^nces Cited (PT0^892) ! ' ' 

2) n Notice of Draft^erson.'s Patent Drawing Revjew (PTO-948) 1 

3) □ Infomriation Disclosure' Statement(s) (PTO/SB/08) ; 

Paper No(s)/Mail!Cijate , ' . 



4) 0'lnten/iew Sunamary (PTO-413) 

Paper No(s)/Mail Date. . 

5) , O Notice of Infomnal Patent Application 

6) n;Oth;er:. 
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Office* Action Summary 



i Part of Paper Np./Mairpate 20070530 



> Bdsit Available Cof^ 



. . • I ; . .; : I : 

Applicatijon/C^ontrol Ijlumter: 10 ■ , . Page 2 

ArtUnit:j2$8^ , .;:\,;|; . ; :..!,. - 1 "i ' 

l-'V.' 'h-ii^ • ; •■DETifVILED ACTION, 

• i' 1 !■■■;:' ■ • p. ■ , : 

:j • Mi i : ; . ■ I friorfty I ; 

• ■ i , ' • j . i I . ■■ 

1 . : R^ceijit is acknc^wiledgedj of papjers subhiitted under 35 U.S.C. 1 1 9(aHd), which 

papers have been p|ape(il iof Tecb;^^ j. ' 

■ I • ■ . , ■ j ■ ' ; ' ' '• " ■ I ' ' ; ' 5 ■ ■ ■ ■ • 
i • , . . I •• • . • ■ ■ 1 ■ ; • I I 

■ • I J i ! i i ■ !:■•'• : ■■ ■ ■ 
:i ■■; ■ ■'" I • ■ IDtawings ■■ ' 

•'!•.■ ■ I • ' i : . : ! 

2. Tjiesjdrawlngs; are jobjected to uridbr 37 CFR 1 .8,3(a) because they fail to show 

■ !' 'l ' ' ' i I ■ ' ■; ii ■ ' ' ■■ : i ' '. 

grooves jprpsent at I0catibhs where thej |incident llght oh tile plate hsis a higher intensity 
are wide^thah grooyeis'present at locations wliere iricident light on |)late has a lower 

■ ■ j ! ." i ! ' 1 ■ ' i ■ !;■'!'■ :' i ■ : 

intensity! as described ihlthe specification (page 2, line;s 33-35). In fact applicant never 

• J ■ ! . ' i ; ■; 

points oijitariy incident ejlge or even a ilighting -sourpe. j Any structural detail that is 
essentia^ fisr a proper understanding of the disclosed invention shoiild be shown in the 

drawing.! MPEP § 60p.02(d). Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 

■ : . I ; 1 I !;■;•• ■ : . • ■ 

1 .121 (d)jiare required in reply to: the Office action to avoid abandonment of the 
applicatilDr)' Any amendeid| replabementidrawing sheet should include all of the figures 
appearing , on: the imirnediate prior versibn of the sheet, even if only one figure is being 
amended. The figure or figure number bf an amended drawing should not be labeled as 
"amended," If a drawing figure is to be canceled, the appropriate figure must be 
removecj|frbm the replabpinent sheet, ^nd where necessary, the rehiaining figures must 
be renurtibiered and appropriate cihanges rinade to the brief description of the several 
views of jthe drawings for consistency. Additional replacement sheets may be necessary 
to show jthe r^numberirig of the remainjnig figures. Each drawing sheet submitted after 



I B^st Available Copy - 

;'''{' : ■ ■ 1 i 

. ■ ■ \ ' ! • .. 

Appllcati|ori/Control Number: 10if526,92;6 , Page 3 

Art Unit: '2^8^ \ \ . l •> ijM * '=: -i i ; j 

' ■'; • 1 ' " ' ■ ■ : '' '■''-'[ 
the filingid^te of an appilic^tidn must be l^beled in the top margin as either 

"Replacement Sheet" of fNew Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1.121(d). If the changes are 

i , i . : i ■ I ; . ; 

not accejpted by the exarininer, the applicant will be iiotified and infomned of any required 

correctivj© action in the nekt Office action: The objection to the drawings will not be held 
In abeyahce; " ■ '\- ,!''!. "i . ■ ; : 'i 



As bestjuhderstood thd following rejectibh applies: 



I ' i Claim Rejeiniions ^ 35 USC § 103 

• ' ' . ' ■ ' i I * ' ' • 

3. Tlie;following;i,s ^ |q'uotatibh of 315 iU.S.C. 103(a):which formsithe basis for all 

obyiousrliess rejections set forth in this Office actions 

i ; I • . ■'■ 5 ' • i ■ ' • , : 

(a) A patent may jnot'be obtained thoughjthe inyerition is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth; in isection 1 02 olf ^his title, if the differences between !the subject matter sought to be patented and 
thp prior! art are such'tlpat the subjiect majtter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
. inyentioo was made tpja person having prdinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by thje manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Glajhis 1-17'are r^jiected UhderisiUiS.C. loi(a') as b^^^ 

Egawa et al';^77 in iiewjdf Sasagawa et a! '283. Regarding claim; i1-9 and 16-17, 

i;.- .i • ' ' i : . ■ 

Egawa et al ;p7 disblos^s the claimed! invention except for the teaching of the reflective 
grooves ihavihg a reflectiy^ powder ancj the,grooyes;haiving a lower density pattern and 
a higher idensity pattkn iri Gertalni.local|ipns,i thereby Veflectinsj nfiore|than 80% of the 

total inciijeht light inripirigihg on the entire iight^transmitting plate. Sasagawa et al '283 

I' ■ i '■ ' • 

(column |4, lilies 60+) teiaches that groOvies include reflectlve(dlffusive) film or powder, 

I . i ■ ■■ : i ; • . ' : 

because! ppwder in synonymous with film.. It \AK3uld haye beeri obvious to one skilled in 



B^s^ Available Co|>y ', 
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the art at the time thp ir^vention was made to rtiodify th6 grooves 17i of Egawa et a! '977 

■ • ! ;i' ■ !'■'• • •■■ : ' ^ ' ■ 

to includje thel reflective'fjim or powder of Sasagawa et al '283 in order to efficiently 
reflect li^hf. Regarding! claims 10.-15 a^ iapplied by Egawa et al' 977 in view of 
Sasagavya et al '283;'as applied iiri clainils' 1-9 arid 16-17, it would have been an obvious 

engineering design choice at the time the invention was made to make the grooves a 

■ I i;' : !' I ; ; • i : : ' ' 
certain width br the reflective ppwder/fiim out of a certain material since such 

[■'. :i - ■ !•:■ ■:: 

modifications do notiresiilt in any unexpected result and are well known modifications 

!■ ■;■•• ■ ■ '' I • • ■ h :. • i : : ; ! '• 

. ' '1 I i . ;i ' i- ' • i • i • 

for refleqti0g grooves in the light guide fieild. • • ■ 



Applicant's arguments with respect to claims have been don^idered' but are moot 



in view cjf .the, new giiound(s) 



tiespohsie to Aiyurhents 



of rejection. 



! . 
I I 



\ < . ■ 

Conclusion 



6. Applicant's arpehditient hecessitateid the new ground(s) 6f rejection presented in 

this Officjeiaction. Accordingly, THIS AiCTIONilS MADE FINAL. >See MPEP 

§ 706.071(a). Applicant jsl reminded of tjhe extension of time policy as set forth in 37 

i, ' r- : i : ; . ^, ■ : \ . 

CFR 1.136(a). i 

. !"•••'; •i i* ; ; ; ■■■■■■ ■\ ■ ■ 

Ajshortened statutory period for reply to this final action is;set to expire THREE 

MONTHS; from the rtiaiiing dateiof this Jaction. In the event a first reply is filed within 

i '■ -i : ' ' i •' ; ' ■ ; ; 

TWO MONTHS of the mailing d&te of thiis final; action aind the advisory action is not 



I :| i j Bejst Available Copy 

; -I ■;•'•!' ; , i : 

I , : 'I ■ I ; 

Applicatilon/Control Number: 10/526,9^6;: Page 5 

Art Unit:|288ii • =;> I : \ k\ [ ' j [ , j : 

mailed u;ntil after th^ erid of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 

shortened statutory period will expire oh the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 

i . ■: ■ ; I : . 

extension fee pursuantito 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 

1 ■' ■ M i I . . I' I I , i 

the adyisoty action. ;ln npl event, howeyei-, will the stat^jtory period for reply expire later 
than SIX ;MONTHS frorh;the date of this ifinalabtion.; ; 



4 >. 



Ally; inquiry conciei'ning this comrrlEjnication or earlier communications from the 
examinejrishould be idirectied to Thomas M. Sember whose telephone numfc>er is 571- 
272-238;!. The examinier can nomnallylbe reached on M-F 9 a.m.- 5.30 p.m.. 

If latteriipts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 

I . : ■ ! I ' 

supervisor,' Sandra C>'Sh^ia can'bfe reafcHed on 571-27?-2378i Theifax phone number 

: i' i- :■■ : ',!'•'; 'i i ^ :^ 'i i ; i : !■': ■'. , ' . ' 

for the 6l-ganization Where this application or proceeding is assidn^d is 571-273-8300. 

V": .'■ ■ ■■!' • 1 ! ■ • : • " ■■ ' ■ :! • 

Information regarding the status! of an application may be obtained from the 

Patent Ajpplication Infornjation Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status infomriation for 

publishej:^: applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR: or Public PAIR. 

.>',<: • ;':!; ' i , • ;:. \\ \ . > . • ;; • ! I •! -v ■ 
status Irifoi-nfvation fqr unpublished applications is available through 'Private PAiR bnly; 

For mor^ jinformation about the PAIR system.isee http://pair-direet.uspto.gov. Should 

you have questions on atjcess to the Ppyate PAIR system, contact the Electronic 

I- ! r ' ' ' ■ i ■ ^ ' ■ . ■ 

Business iGe'nter (EBC); at; 866-217-9197 (toll-free).. If you would like assistance from a 

USPTO QustDmer Sprviee Representative or access to the automated infbrmation 

system; bslll 800-78^91 (IN USA CANADA) (>r ^V'^'^^'^^f 
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Thomas .M Sember 



